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Berzelius, Jons Jacob 1779 - 1848

    DEGREE: MD DATE: 1802 PLACE: Uppsala
    TEACHER/RESEARCH ADVISOR: Afzelius

    discovered Ce, Se, Si, and Th; first used the term "organic chemistry" and published first
    independent treatment of organic chemistry in 1827; first to electrolyze salts; invented series of
    electronegativities; suggested modern symbols for elements and invented modern chemical
    formulas; proposed words:  isomerism, allotropy, catalysis, protein, polymer, halogen, and
    electronegative; proved law of definite proportions; generated first accurate list of atomic weights;
    invented the mercury cathode; discovered ammonium amalgam and pyruvic acid; studied chemistry
    of silicic acid; extensively investigated fluorides of many elements; analyzed meteorites and
    concluded they were of extraterrestrial origin.
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