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Hofmann, August Wilhelm von 1818 - 1892

    DEGREE: PhD DATE: 1841 PLACE: Giessen
    TEACHER/RESEARCH ADVISOR: Liebig

    investigated chemistry of coal tar and chemical dyes; converted phenol into aniline by action of
    ammonia and showed that successive chlorination of aniline weakened its basicity; synthesized
    amines from alkyl iodides and ammonia; discovered quaternary ammonium salts, ethylene diamine,
    and diethylenetriamine; discovered the first unsaturated alcohol, allyl alcohol; co-discovered
    isonitriles by action of alkalinated chloroform on primary amines; discovered formaldehyde;
    synthesized the dyes rosaniline and aniline blue; suggested the word "valence".
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