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Peirce, Benjamin 1809 - 1880

    DEGREE: AB (mathematics) DATE: 1829 PLACE: Harvard
    TEACHER/RESEARCH ADVISOR: Bowditch

    theoretician, mathematician, and consulting astronomer; published treatises on sound, pure
    mathematics, algebra, the motions of coupled pendulums and spinning tops, the motions of the
    moon, and analytical mechanics; investigated orbit of the planet Neptune, the constitution of
    Saturn's rings, and the nature of comets; formulated "Peirce's Criterion" for rejecting doubtful
    measurements in a series; "a profound scholar but a lamentable teacher".
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