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Heavy metals attract strong, bad odors

Knight Ridder/tribune
Originally published March 3, 2003

Heavy metal smells.

While it may sound like music criticism, the conclusion is actually a new scientific
model that may explain how humans and other mammals detect odors.

Scientists at the University of Illinois have discovered that odor-sensing proteins,
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food, Suslick said. Bacteria often give off malodorous chemicals that stick strongly
to metals, he said. Those metals - zinc, copper, iron, magnesium and others - may
come from food and water.

The Illinois researchers have used this bit of wisdom to develop an artificial nose

that could help detect noxious chemicals. Metal-binding dyes in the artificial nose
change colors when certain odors latch onto the metals.
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