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Born in Jerusalem, Israel, Prof. Ada Yonath, studied at the Hebrew University, 
earned Ph.D. degree from Weizmann Institute of Science (WIS) and 
completed her postdoctoral studies at Carnegie Mellon and MIT universities 
in	the	USA.	In	the	seventies	she	established	the	first	laboratory	for	protein	
crystallography in Israel, which was the only laboratory of this kind in 
the country for almost a decade. Currently she is the Kimmel Professor 
of structural biology at WIS, and the 
Director of the Kimmelman Center for 
Biomolecular Structure and Assembly.  
In 1986-2004 she also headed the Max-
Planck Research Unit in Hamburg, 
Germany. 

She is a member of the US National  
Academy of Sciences (NAS); the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences; the Israel 
Academy of Sciences and Humanities;  
the European Academy of Sciences and  
Art; the European Molecular Biology 
Organization and the International   
Academy of Astronautics. She also holds 
honorary doctorates from the Hebrew,  
Open, Tel Aviv, Ben Gurion and Bar Ilan 
universities in Israel; as well as from KEK Institute in Japan, Fujou University 
in China, New York University in USA, Oslo University in Norway and 
Oxford University in UK. 

Her awards include the 1st European Crystallography Prize,  the Israel Prize,  
the Paul Karrer Gold Medal, the Israel Prime Minister EMET award,  
the Rothschild Prize, the Louisa Gross Horwitz Prize, the Paul Ehrlich-Ludwig 
Medal,	the	Linus	Pauling	Gold	Medal,	the	Anfinsen	Prize,	the	Wolf	Prize,	 
the Massry Award and Medal, the UNESCO Award for Women in Science,the 
Albert Einstein World Award for Excellence, the Erice Prize for Peace,  
the DESY pin, the Exner medal, the Indian Prim minister Gold medal,  
the President of Panama medal, the WISH Award from the University of 
Lausanne and the Nobel Prize for Chemistry. 

Yonath is using X-ray crystallography supported by molecular biology, 
mutagenesis and other biophysical methods to investigate protein  
biosynthesis. She is focusing on the ribosome, the cellular particle translating 
the genetic code into proteins, on its origin and on its inhibition by antibiotics. 

Nelson J. Leonard

This lecture series is made possible by the Nelson J. Leonard  
Distinguished Lecturer Fund, established in 1986 by the late 
Mrs. Louise Leonard, Eli Lilly and Company, the Monsanto 
Company, Organic Syntheses, Inc., and Professor Leonard’s 
colleagues and students.  At the time of his retirement in 1986, 
Professor Leonard had been at the University of Illinois for 44 years,  
directed 120 graduate students, and 
published over 400 papers.

Professor Leonard received his B.S. from 
Lehigh in 1937, a B.Sc. from Oxford in 
1940, a Ph.D. from Columbia in 1942, and 
a D.Sc. from the University of Oxford in 
1983.  He also received three honorary 
doctoral degrees.

Internationally acclaimed for his skill in 
organic synthesis, his work answered 
questions	 of	 fundamental	 importance	
to biochemistry and life processes.  
He invented fluorescent probes and 
dimensional probes of enzyme-coenzyme 
binding sites and DNA double-helical 
cross sections.

He received many honors including the ACS award for Creative Work 
in Synthetic Organic Chemistry (1963), the Medal for Creative Research 
in Synthetic Organic Chemistry of the  Chemical Manufacturers 
Association (1970), the Roger Adams Award in Organic Chemistry (1981),  
the	 first	 Creativity	 Award,	 University	 of	 Oregon	 (1994),	 and	 the	 first	 
Paul G. Gassman Distinguished Service Award, Division of Organic  
Chemistry, American Chemical Society (1994).  He was a member of the  
National Academy of Sciences, a foreign member of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences, a fellow and past vice-president of the American Academy of Arts  
and Sciences, a member of the American Philosophical Society, and an  
honorary member of the Pharmaceutical Society of Japan.

At the time of his passing in the fall of 2006, Professor Leonard was a  
Faculty Associate in Chemistry at the California Institute of Technology.

Gifts in support of the lecture fund may be directed to: University of Illinois 
Foundation, Attn: Nelson J. Leonard Distinguished Lectures Fund - 1305 W. Green 
St.,  Urbana, IL 61801, or you may contact Nick Jaeger directly at njaeger@illinois.edu
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