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Woodhouse, James 1770 - 1809

DEGREE: MD DATE: 1792 PLACE: Pennsylvania
TEACHER/RESEARCH ADVISOHR: Rush

founder of Chemical Society of Philadelphia - the first chemical society in the world; determined

that "heavy inflammable air" is not hydrogen but an oxide of carbon (CO); studied action of poison
ivy for medical purposes; opponent of phlogiston theory; independently of Davy, may have
prepared potassium from soot and potassium carbonate; discovered fixation of nitrogen by the
cyanide process; studied indelible ink, heats of evaporation, the making of bread, the combustion of
coal, and the refining of camphor; explained role plants play by their uptake of carbon dioxide.
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